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Ramsey/Washington County Success Story:  
Hallberg Engineering – White Bear Lake 

 

Hallberg Engineering understands the importance of efficiency 
because they specialize in designing mechanical, electrical and 
energy services to be more efficient. But when it came time for 
Hallberg Engineering to re-design their own facility’s waste 
system to be more green and efficient, they turned to Ramsey 
County for guidance and expertise. Hallberg Engineering was 
connected with MN Waste Wise to provide consultation 
services which included a facility tour to evaluate current waste 
disposal practices; recommendations on how to better manage 
their waste, assistance in completing their BizRecycling grant 
application, and training their staff on the new programs.  
 

<< It was definitely worth the time put in. >> 
 
Since the frequent use of disposable dishes was generating a lot 
of trash, Hallberg Engineering used Waste Wise’s assistance to 
apply for a BizRecycling grant to cover the cost of purchasing 
new reusable dishes. When asked about the grant program, Marketing Coordinator Andrea Loppnow 
said, “We were concerned about having reusable dishes and moving away from paper plates. However, 
it has been well-received and easier than we thought. It was definitely worth the time put in.” In 
addition to reusable dishes, Hallberg Engineering used grant funding to purchase new containers for 
collecting organic material, educate their staff on organics recycling, and received a 6-month supply of 
compostable service ware for company events. Hallberg 
Engineering’s new organic recycling program will divert an 
estimated 6,400 lbs. of organic material annually from the 
landfill.  
 
Not only was Hallberg Engineering able to eliminate the 
recurring purchasing costs of disposables, but they were able 
to significantly reduce the amount of trash they generate. “In 
the first month, we cut our trash in half. For us, it has been 
exciting and promising. The program has been great!” Andrea 
said. Hallberg Engineering is a great example of how 
businesses can do their part to be more environmentally 
friendly. Simple steps like using reusable service ware and 
starting organics recycling can be used to significantly reduce 
waste generation. In some cases, making the switch to 
reusables can eliminate the need for disposables altogether!  

Highlights 
What: Eliminated disposables and 
started organics collection. 

Why: To cut down on recurring 
purchasing costs and the volume 
of their trash.  

How: Applied for a BizRecycling 
grant to purchase reusable dishes, 
educate staff, and purchase new 
containers for collecting organic 
material.  

Results:  In less than 3 weeks, 
Hallberg Engineering cut their 
trash in half from 2yds to 1yd and 
will divert and estimated 6,400 
lbs. of organic material from the 
landfill every year. 
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